
 
 
 
 
 
July 6, 2007 
 
Mary Hopkins, Deputy SHPO 
Wyoming Department of State Parks & Cultural Resources 
2301 Central Avenue 
Barrett Building 
Cheyenne, WY  82002 
 
RE: Cultural Resources at the Medicine Bow Fuel & Power LLC Coal to Liquids Facility 
 
Dear Ms. Hopkins, 
 
This letter is a follow-up to our April 18, 2007 Wyoming Industrial Development 
Information and Siting Act pre-application meeting for the Medicine Bow Fuel & Power 
LLC (a subsidiary of DKRW Advanced Fuels LLC) project. 

As you may recall, Medicine Bow Fuel and Power LLC is proposing to construct and 
operate the coal-to-liquids (CTL) facility near Medicine Bow, Wyoming in Carbon County.  
The approximately 320-acre CTL project site is located in the eastern ½ of Section 29 in 
T21N, R79W within the previously permitted Carbon Basin Mine.  

The entire 14,348-acre Carbon Basin Mine permit boundary was surveyed for cultural 
resources as part of the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality – Land Quality 
Division mine permit process.  A Class I file search was performed through the Cultural 
Records Office of the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for the mine 
permit area on April 28, 1997.  The search indicated that nine small-scale cultural resource 
inventories and three large-scale block inventories had previously been conducted in the 
area.  The surveys, conducted to Class III standards, were performed on 4,567 acres of the 
Carbon Basin Mine permit area.  These surveys identified 16 historic sites and 30 prehistoric 
sites.  Arch of Wyoming (AOW) conducted Class III cultural resource inventories on the 
remaining 9,781 acres of the mine permit area in 1997.  A total of 139 prehistoric sites and 47 
historic sites were recorded or rerecorded from the previous surveys.  The Survey Report for 
Consultant Project No. 20241-02 documents all cultural resources that occur within the 
Carbon Basin Mine permit area. 

Based on the cultural resources findings within the Carbon Basin Mine permit boundary, a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed by U.S.D.I. Office of Surface Mining (OSM), 
U.S.D.I. Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Wyoming SHPO, Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality (WDEQ), Northern Arapaho Tribe of Wyoming, Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe of Montana, and the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of Montana.  The MOA stipulated 
mitigation measures, employee orientation, authorizations to begin mine related activities, 
unanticipated discoveries and effects, annual reporting, termination, and duration of 
agreement.  Execution of the MOA by Office of Surface Mining (OSM), WDEQ, BLM, SHPO, 
AOW, and the tribes, and implementation of its terms, evidence that OSM, DEQ, and BLM 
have afforded SHPO an opportunity to comment on the AOW Carbon Basin Mine within 
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the area of potential effect and its effects upon historic properties.  In addition, the OSM, 
WDEQ, and BLM have taken into account the effects of Carbon Basin mine development on 
historic properties. 

As stated previously, the CTL facility will be constructed within the Carbon Basin Mine 
permit boundary, and is a separate project from the Carbon Basin Mine.  In addition, the 
CTL project will not require any additional federal approvals as the Carbon Basin Mine has 
already gained the necessary permit approvals from the WDEQ – Land Quality Division.   

By submittal of this letter, we would like to afford your office with the information for a 
satisfactory recommendation to the Industrial Siting Division. 

We appreciate your time and we would like to thank you, in advance, for your attention to 
this matter.  If you have any questions or if you need any additional information, please feel 
to contact me at (720) 286-5919 or Ryan Henning at (720) 286-1299.  

Sincerely, 

 
CH2M HILL, Inc. 
 

 

Joseph J. Hammond 
Senior Project Manager 
(720) 286-5919 
joe.hammond@ch2m.com 


