Tongue River Watershed Pathogen TMDLs

2" Technical Advisory Committee Meeting

Agenda
January 13, 2016

Agenda Summary
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Concern about impairment listing along the main stem of the Tongue River
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Greg Benzel, Padlock Ranch

Vern Berry, TMDL Coordinator / Envr Engineer, USEPA Region 8

Colin Betzler, Executive Director, Sheridan Community Land Trust

Sol Brich, TMDL Coordinator, Watershed Protection/TMDL Development, WDEQ
Andrew Cassiday, District Conservationist, USDA-NRCS Sheridan Field Office
Johnny Christensen, Project Manager, SWCA

Jason Gildea, USEPA Region 8, TMDL Program Hydrologist

Chris Johnson, Town of Ranchester

Ken Muller, Sheridan County Engineer, Sheridan County

Rick Pallister, NE Wyoming Program Director, The Nature Conservancy

Lucy Parham, Watershed Specialist, SWCA

Carrie Rogaczewski, District Manager, SCCD

Cathy Rosenthal, Watershed Coordinator, WY Assoc of Conservation Districts
Emerson Scott, Ill, , SCCD & TR Watershed Committee

Jim Velos, Operator in Charge, Town of Dayton



2. Project Website

WDEQ-hosted Project Website (under construction)

Content examples:

>
>
>

Public Meeting Dates and Presentations

TAC Meeting Minutes

Interim Deliverables

¢ Public Involvement Plan

e Data Summary and Watershed Characterization Memorandum
e Interim TMDL Analysis and Source Identification Memorandum
Sheridan County Conservation District (SCCD) Watershed Plan

Project Schedule

3. Data Acquisition Update

>

Acquired spatial septic system layer for the Tongue River Watershed from Ken Muller

and Richard Immell of Sheridan County

Padlock Nutrient Management Plan — submitted along with the WyPDES permit
application and is a site-specific plan that identifies and describes practices that require
implementation to assure compliance with the effluent limitations and standards.

The method used to delineate subwatershed boundaries for each impaired segment was
discussed with WDEQ and EPA. The method used an EPA-approved GIS tool referred to
as “NHDPIlus ver2”. The resulting subwatershed boundaries are shown on the following
map and will be used to characterize each subwatershed (land cover, land use,

hydrology, etc.)
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4. Concern about impairment listing along the main stem of the Tongue River

>

Concern was expressed after the last TAC meeting about the impairment listings for a
segment of the main stem of the Tongue River because exceedances of the water
quality criteria for E. coli occurred primarily during May when no one is likely to be in
contact with the river.

While this may be the case, the Wyoming state definition for the primary contact
recreation season is May 1 through September 30.

E. coli data collected by SCCD along the main stem of the Tongue River show
exceedances of Wyoming’s water quality criteria for the recreation season (126 cfu/100
mL). (See E.coli results for TR1, TR2 and TRL in Table 3.3 below [(from the SCCD 2012
Watershed Management Plan]).

Therefore, a segment of the main stem of the Tongue River was added to Wyoming's
303d List of impaired waters.

Table 3.3 Summary of E. coli Geometric Means for May and August 1999, 2003, 2006,
and 2010 (Units are colonies per 100mL)
Site Month | 1999E. Coli | 2003 E. Coli | 2006 E. Coli | 2010 E. Coli
May N/A* N/A* 299 440
TR1 August N/A* N/A* 86 50
May N/A* N/A* 323 373
TR2 August N/A* N/A*® 101 130
May N/A 189 176 248
TRL August 48 104 112 95
May N/A 113 68 97
TRM August 30 124 67 82
May N/A 13 11 5
TRU August 1 45 14 31
May N/A 74 72 136
LTRL August 260 1191 308 273
May N/A 768 163 516
SCL August 495 598 298 1337
May N/A 89 176 572
CCL August 373 377 128 291
May N/A 339 145 427
WCL August 128 253 145 257
May N/A 2713 640 861
FMCL August 519 689 250 378
*N/A = station was not established in 1999 and 2003, thus no data are reported




. Public Involvement Plan

» Please review and provide comments by January 20, 2016.

. Upcoming Public Meeting
» Presentation from 6 to 7 pm, followed by an open house discussion.

» We will send out a survey to select a day between Monday Feb 29 and Thursday March
3.

» Advertising ideas (e.g., newspaper, radio PSA, SCCD Facebook, others?)

. Next Deliverable

» Data Summary and Watershed Characterization Memorandum due to WDEQ January
29, 2016.

» Submit to TAC February 10, 2016.

» Discuss at next TAC meeting.

. Next TAC Meeting
» February 17,2016 @ 10 am



Minutes

Attendees (see TAC agenda for full name and affiliation): Greg, Vern, Colin, Sol, Andrew, Johnny, Chris,
Ken, Lucy, Carrie, Cathy, Emerson

Notes:

TAC members
a. 13 members in attendance
b. Amy and Chris of the USFS need to be added to the list
Project Website
a. Sol working to get the website up and running — it will be housed on the WDEQ website
in the TMDL section
b. May be able to add a link to the website on the SCCD homepage
Data Acquisition
a. Septics —Ken Muller stated that the current layer is for permitted septics beginning in
78-79. He also has an address layer that we could potentially use to identify older
septics.
b. Discussed the Padlock NMP
c. Discussed the subwatershed boundary delineation process
Concern about impairments listings on the main stem of the Tongue River
a. Chris Johnson recommended that the start of the recreation season be changed from
May 1% to June 15 since no one is recreating in the river due to cold water
temperatures and E.coli exceedances in the Tongue typically occur in May
i. Sol Brich will discuss with WDEQ standards personnel
PIP
Upcoming Public Meeting
a. Set a date pending completion of the various action items listed below
b. Advertising will occur as follows:
i. TRW newsletter
ii. SCCD Facebook page
iii. Sheridan Media (radio announcement)
iv. Sheridan Press
v. Postcards
vi. Email

7. Next Deliverable
8. Next TAC Meeting

a. Meeting is scheduled for 02/17/16 unless Johnny hears otherwise from TAC members
via email



