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SOLID & HAZARDOUS WASTE DIVISION 
STORAGE TANK PROGRAM 
GUIDANCE DOCUMENT #19 

 
 
SUBJECT: SAGE GROUSE, CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY, AND THREATENED 

AND ENDANGERED SPECIES SURVEY 
 
SCOPE:   This document provides guidance to Storage Tank Program (STP) project 

managers and consultants for implementation of the Governor’s Greater Sage-Grouse 
Core Area Protection Executive Order (Order 2011-5).  The document also provides 
guidance for completion of the Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and 
Endangered Species Survey.  In case of conflict with any rule or regulation, the rule or 
regulation will prevail. 

 
INTRODUCTION: The Solid and Hazardous Waste Division (SHWD) has developed an 

implementation policy to ensure the Governor’s Executive Order on sage grouse is 
followed within the Division.  The STP has developed a checklist to ensure the Cultural 
Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species Survey are completed. 

 
GUIDELINES: 

1.  Sage Grouse 
 Attached are:  1) the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
Department of Environmental Quality and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 2) 
the SHWD Policy for Implementation of the Governor’s Executive Order (revised June 
21, 2012), and 3) STP Checklists (December 12, 2012).  The SHWD implementation 
policy and STP checklists will be used for each STP remediation project. 
 
2. Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species 
Survey 
 The checklist for the Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and 
Endangered Species Survey (STP Checklists [December 12, 2012]) attached will be used 
for each STP remediation project. 
 
3. At the start of each project a copy of the checklist will be made.  The checklist 
will be completed as the project progresses.  The final checklist will be filed in the 
project files. 
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STP CHECKLISTS 

Sage Grouse Executive Order STP Implementation Checklist 

___ Work will be conducted within a city or town limit, OR work will be conducted as part of an 
emergency response, OR work was initiated prior to August 1, 2008, AND is within a defined 
project boundary.  No further action is necessary. 

___ Work will be conducted outside of a city or town limit, or is not part of an emergency response, 
or was not started after August 1, 2008.  Spreadsheet completed and submitted to Alan 
Thompson for Core Area determination.  Date submitted_________________. 

Project is determined to be within a Core Area.  Date of determination______________________. 

___ STP project manager provides email notification to WGFD (Mary.Flanderka@wyo.gov or 
Scott.Gamo@wyo.gov and copied to Gwen.Booth@wyo.gov) that a pending project review is 
underway.  WGFD will notify the STP project manager with contact information.  

___ Engineer is instructed to contact WGFD using the contact information provided by WGFD in the 
step above.  Date instructed________________. 

___ Engineer submits information (including the output of the Density Disturbance Calculation Tool 
[DDCT]) to WGFD and copies STP Project Manager.  Date copy received_________________. 

___ WGFD provides letter with recommended protective stipulations and other mitigation measures.  
Date letter received__________________. 

___ A meeting with WGFD is needed to negotiate stipulations and mitigation measures: Yes ___  
No___.  If yes, date of meeting__________________. 

___ STP Project Manager verifies WGFD stipulations and measures are incorporated into the 
construction plans and specifications for the project.  Date verified_________________. 

Project is determined not to be within a Core Area.  Date of determination_______________________. 

___ An occupied lek is greater than 2 miles from the project.  No WGFD stipulations are needed. 
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___ An occupied lek is greater than 0.25 mile and less than 2 miles from the project.  Clarification 
letter requested and received from WGFD on limiting/stopping disturbances between March 15 
and June 30, or limiting disturbances to between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., and what actions constitute a 
disturbance. (Routine O&M [not drilling] are permissible anytime.   

Date requested___________________.  Date received____________________. 

___ An occupied lek is within 0.25 mile of the project.  Meeting with WGFD to clarify ‘no surface 
occupancy’ stipulation and a letter requested and received from WGFD specifying allowed 
actions.  Date of meeting__________________.  Date letter received____________________. 

___ STP Project Manager verifies WGFD stipulations and measures are incorporated into the 
construction plans and specifications for the project.  Date verified_________________. 

NOTE:  Locations of leks are not available to the public.  Do not share lek location information. 

 
Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species Survey Checklist 

 
___ Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species Survey report received 

from consultant as stipulated in STP Project Scope of Work. 
 
 _______________________ Date Received 

 
___ Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species Survey report reviewed 

by project manager and forwarded on WDEQ letterhead to:   State Historic Preservation Officer, 
Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office, 2301 Central Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82002. (See 
copy of example transmittal letter attached) 

 
 _______________________ Date Sent 
 
___ Response to Cultural Resources Inventory and Threatened and Endangered Species Survey 

report received by WDEQ from Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office and forwarded to 
Consultant. 

 
 _______________________ Date Response Received from SHPO 
 
 _______________________ Date Forwarded to Consultant 
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PRINTED ON DEQ LETTERHEAD AND SIGNED BY DEQ PROJECT MANAGER (NOT 
CONSULTANT) 

EXAMPLE COVER LETTER 

Date 

 

 

Ms. Mary Hopkins, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office 
2301 Central Ave. 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
 

RE:  Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Species Surveys and Cultural Resources Inventory for the 

PROJECT NAME Storage Tank Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Hopkins: 

The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ) Storage Tank Program (STP) is conducting a soil 

and groundwater remediation project in the Project Location area of sites with previously leaking aboveground 

and underground storage tanks.  As part of this project, WDEQ/STP contracted with Contractor Name to have 

species surveys and a cultural resources inventory completed at the number of sites sites within the project.  

This letter transmits a copy of the final document prepared by Name of Firm Authoring Report (Example; Real 

West Natural Resources Consulting). 

Please call me at (307) xxx‐xxxx if you have any questions or concerns regarding the enclosed report. 

Sincerely,  

 

Project Manager Name 

WDEQ/STP District #X Project Manager 

 

Enclosure:  Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Species Surveys and Cultural Resources Inventory 

cc:    XXX Project File:  SRF XXX, XXX County 




