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BEFORE THE WATER AND WASTE ADVISORY BOARD
STATE OF WYOMING

HEARING TO DISCUSS GROUNDWATER MONITORING GRANT PROGRAM
UPDATE AND MONITORING REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Transcript of Hearing Proceedings in the above-
entitled matter before the Water and Waste Advisory
Board, commencing on the 11th day of December 2009 at
9:30 a.m. at the 0il and Gas Conservation Commission
Building Hearing Room, 2211 King Boulevard, Casper,
Wyoming, Mr. Bill Welles presiding via teleconference
with board members Marjorie Bedessem and Lorie Cahn.
Present in Casper were board member Mr. David Applegate
and Mr. Mike Jennings.

PROCEEDTINGS

(Hearing proceedings commenced 9:30 a.m.,

December 11, 2009.)

MR. JENNINGS: I thought, just like in the
past, we'd just basically go through, just have it kind
of agenda-driven. And I might be a little slower today
because we've got so many of them that I had to send
three separate packets to you. So I might have to do a
little shuffling around, trying to find things. So
please bear with me.

But at any rate, just to let you know, Dave's

here. I'm here. We've got a couple folks in the
audience. And Randy, our transcriptionist, is here. I'm
also having an audio recording made of it in case, for
some reason, we need that. But I guess I'll just -- and,

Marge, you're really good at this. When I forget to
advance the agenda on the computer there, just let me
know --

MS. BEDESSEM: Okay. I'll holler at you.

MR. JENNINGS: -- and I'll move it ahead.
At any rate, I guess we'll just -- as in the past, we'll
start with the full reimbursement recommendations.

MS. CAHN: Mike, before we go on -- this

is Lorie.
MR. JENNINGS: Yes.

MS. CAHN: I just have a request. 1I'd
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like to just announce to the people there in the audience
and make sure that they know that the Water Quality
Division portion of this meeting -- I mean, the Hazardous
and Solids -- the other portion of this meeting has been
postponed or cancelled. Just make sure there's not
people in the audience that are waiting for the other
part of the meeting that we were originally supposed to
have.

MR. JENNINGS: Yeah. Thank you for that
reminder. I've been -- don't have that many folks here.
I've been trying to let them know -- actually, trying to
make sure that they're here for me and not for the other
one. And yeah, there was a feller here earlier for the
other meeting. But the folks who are present right now
are here to kind of listen to us.

MS. CAHN: Okay. Thanks.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. And thank you.

Basically, starting off, then, looking at the
agenda -- by the way, is everybody who's on, does
everybody have the Live Meeting hookup, and can they see
the agenda?

MR. CAHN: Yes.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: ©No, I do not.

MS. BEDESSEM: I don't see the agenda. I

see the first page of the full reimbursement. Oh, I
guess that is the agenda.

MR. JENNINGS: Yeah.

MS. BEDESSEM: I see A, B and C on the
front.

MR. JENNINGS: Yep. Yep, that's it.
Okay. And basically, just real quickly, on all of those
particular ones -- and that goes into page 2 and the
upper portion of page 3. I'll just kind of -- I'll name
them off here as we go.

We've got Town of Wheatland. And this is for
Step 1 work plan development. We've got Manderson for
work plan development. We've got Teton County with the
Horsethief Canyon Landfill, Step 1 work plan development,
Sundance, City of Sundance, the old Sundance dump work
plan development, Town of Lingle work plan development,
City of Laramie work plan development and field work,
Town of Wheatland field work, and the last of the full
reimbursement recommendations is Town of Burns, and
that's for first quarter sampling and analysis.

MS. CAHN: I move that we approve full
reimbursements -- now, Teton County, Horsethief, is
Marge -- does Marge need --

MS. BEDESSEM: Wheatland and Teton County,
Horsethief are both facilities that I would abstain from.

I can vote on the others, except I don't know about the
list that I gave -- gave Mike.
MS. CAHN: Well, there's three of us here.
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Do we want to just have the three of us vote?

MS. BEDESSEM: You can do that.

MS. CAHN: I mean, unless anybody has any
comments on the full reimbursement, maybe the three of
us -- Marge can just abstain because we have --

MS. BEDESSEM: Right.

MS. CAHN: We don't know.

MS. BEDESSEM: Uh-huh. Just go ahead and
do that for this group, I would suggest.

MS. CAHN: So I move that we approve full
reimbursement as recommended for the list that Mike just
read off there.

MR. APPLEGATE: I second.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Any other questions?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN WELLES: All those in favor vote
aye.

MS. CAHN: Aye.

MR. APPLEGATE: Aye.

CHATRMAN WELLES: Aye.

MS. BEDESSEM: And I abstain.

CHATRMAN WELLES: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN WELLES: We have one abstention.
Other than that, it passes.

MR. JENNINGS: Thank you. I'm just busy
taking my copy and noting in the box that says same for
the Water and Waste Advisory Board and just mark that on
there real quick.

CHATIRMAN WELLES: I have one question,
Mike.

MR. JENNINGS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: On my revised agenda,
it's revised 11/27/09.

MR. JENNINGS: And thank you for bringing
that up. You need the one -- and I apologize. You need
the one that's dated December 3rd of '09. It should have
been the last one you got. And I believe it came with
the -- I think it was with the Lingle application.

MS. CAHN: It came with Hulett. Right?

MR. JENNINGS: Or, Hulett. Excuse me. It
was with Hulett, vyes.

CHATIRMAN WELLES: Okay. I didn't get that
one.

MR. JENNINGS: Oh, shoot.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Oh, I do have the Hulett
one. Okay.

MR. JENNINGS: And as per your
instructions previously, it's got a -- right underneath
the header, it will say revised 12/3/009.

MS. BEDESSEM: That was perfect. That
made it much easier to sort the applications with the new
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agenda. Thank you.

MR. JENNINGS: You bet.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: I'm not finding that
document. Hang on. Okay. Now I've got it.

MS. BEDESSEM: It also -- I just wanted to
say I appreciate having on the agenda, you know, kind of
the summary on there, as well. Particularly, it helps

with sorting the applications when you have one
application that is in two different spots on the agenda
because they're combined.

MR. JENNINGS: Yeah. It can be very
confusing for me. And I figure, well, if it's confusing
for me, you're probably at a pretty serious disadvantage
on that. But there's always room for improvement. So if
you'd like something else on these, let me know. I'll do
what I can.

MS. BEDESSEM: I thought it was good.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Great.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Let's move on to the
partial reimbursements.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. I'm going to scroll
on down here.

MS. CAHN: On this one, we know Marge is
going to abstain from Horsethief.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Well, we've got —--
under partial reimbursement, the first one I've got on
the list is Salt Creek Joint Powers Board. This is going
to be Midwest, Edgerton Number 1 and Number 2. And this
is for work plan and field work. And basically, the
deductions on that were due to ineligible downtime by the
driller. And there was also a double charge on travel.
Any comments from anyone?

MS. BEDESSEM: Seems pretty
straightforward.

MS. CAHN: Do we want to just vote on that
one while we're on 1it?

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Or do we want to go
through all of them like we have in the past?

MR. JENNINGS: I guess, maybe, Bill, if
there are some particular ones that board members may
have some questions or concerns about, we could pull
those out now. If not, we could just do the whole thing.
Just whatever you folks would like.

MS. CAHN: Yeah. I do have a question on
Town of Hulett. This is Lorie.

MR. JENNINGS: 1Is it on the balance of the
rest of them, though? 1Is this something we could maybe
just dispense with in one fell swoop, or what do you
folks think?

MS. CAHN: I don't have any questions on
the remainder of them.

MR. JENNINGS: And actually, I have one
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audience participant representing Natrona County. And
let me just ask Margaret if she has any questions or
concerns about hers. If not, then maybe we can do this.
So hang on just a second.
Okay. And we have one other representative
from the Midwest Assistance Program, Michael. And I
don't know if Michael has any questions on any of this,
but let me ask him real quick.
And Michael doesn't have anything at this
point, either. So, again, I guess back to you, Bill,
however you want to handle this.
CHATRMAN WELLES: I don't see why we can't
go through all of them and vote at once. Marge has got
to abstain. Maybe we should do those in two separate --
two separate votes, I guess.
MS. BEDESSEM: Yeah. I think the only one
out of this pack -- oh, no. There's Baggs, as well,
Baggs and Teton County.

MS. CAHN: Does anybody have any questions
on any of them except for Hulett?

MR. APPLEGATE: This is Dave. I don't.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: I do not.

MS. CAHN: Then I move we vote on all of
them except Hulett and Baggs. Are there any other,
Marge, that you don't --

MS. BEDESSEM: Teton County and Wheatland,
both of those, as well.

MS. CAHN: So I vote that we -- I move
that we vote on all of them except those, Baggs, Teton
County -- Marge, help me out.

MS. BEDESSEM: Wheatland.

MS. CAHN: Wheatland.

MR. JENNINGS: And Hulett, I assume?

MS. CAHN: Hulett, yes.

MS. BEDESSEM: I second that motion.
CHAIRMAN WELLES: All those in favor say

aye.
(All members vote aye.)
CHATRMAN WELLES: Opposed?
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN WELLES: None opposed. Motion
carries.

MR. APPLEGATE: Now should we do the

motion on the ones other than Hulett?

MS. CAHN: Yeah.

MR. APPLEGATE: So I move that we approve
the Baggs, Teton County and Wheatland as outlined in the
agenda.

MS. CAHN: I second.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: All those in favor say
aye.

MS. CAHN: Aye.
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MR. APPLEGATE:
CHAIRMAN WELLES:
MS. BEDESSEM:

Aye.
Aye.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Oppo
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN WELLES: Moti

MR. JENNINGS:
marked off real quick, and then we can
here in just a second. Okay,

MS. CAHN: Mike,

Okay.

and I

And I abstain.

sed?

on carries.
I'm getting those
address Hulett

back to Hulett.

just have a

question on the documentation provided and the notes that

you provided us. It was very helpful.
MR. JENNINGS: I've go
so fire away.

MS. CAHN: Okay. And

being requested to reimburse something

of me,

billed for yet.

MR. JENNINGS: Well, o
in terms of cutting down on paperwork.
notification from -- and it's a good p
certainly pull it out if you want.

that was, I found an accounting error
consultant. And when this -- when the
that, they were -- they assured me, ye

were going to bill for that.
filed it away.

And I thought,
that, indeed, they were going to proce
would cut down on having to do another
time and effort, potentially,
submit for that.
just to -- it's making an assumption,

And I go

t it right in front

that was why we are
that has not been

kay. I was thinking
I got

oint. And you can

My thought behind

from the

y found out about
s, they absolutely
t an e-mail, and I

taking the high road on this,

ss that, that it
application, more

on the municipality to
And I thought it might be appropriate

and I admit that.

But because we also eliminated the need for proof of

based on tha
But 1if it

payment, I thought, well,
be an appropriate response.
certainly fine.
MS. CAHN: In essence
shown on the invoice. So, 1in essence,
billed -- the bill, we already have in
just that they forgot to include it in

t, maybe this would
's not, that's

But I'll kind of leave it up to you.

-- because it's
they were

our packet. It's
what they were

asking for reimbursement for. Is that correct?

MR. JENNINGS: Exactly. If you look at
the very bottom of that one piece of documentation -- in
fact, let me --

MS. CAHN:
all for survey.

MR. JENNINGS:
said inadvertently
billed later with survey subcontractor
include that with that.

MS. CAHN:
Okay.

Exactly

accounting.

left out by consultants.

The bottom three numbers are

. And that's why T
Will be

bills. It would

We do have their bill or



12 MR. JENNINGS: Yeah.

13 MS. CAHN: 1It's just that they forgot the
14 reimbursement. They didn't include that amount?
15 MR. JENNINGS: It wasn't that the Town
16 forgot. The contractor, when they added it all up, they
17 inadvertently left out the bottom three numbers.
18 MS. CAHN: Okay. Well, since we can see
19 what it is that they will be billing for, I don't have a
20 problem with it. It was unclear to me what was going on.
21 So I don't have a problem with it this way.
22 CHAIRMAN WELLES: I think that's a good --
23 I'm glad you brought that up, because it's a good
24 explanation that Mike gave us, and it will save further,
25 you know, work in another application, et cetera, et
0014
1 cetera. So I think it's -- thank you for clarifying
2 that.
3 MR. JENNINGS: Well, and thank you so
4 much. And again, please, if you run across something
5 like that in advance, if you're scratching your head,
6 give me a call. Be more than happy to -- I do the best I
7 can with these things, but I realize it can be very
8 confusing. But if you'd like, Jjust give me a call in
9 advance. And if that will help put you at ease or firm
10 up your decision one way or another, I'd be more than
11 happy to do that for you.
12 MS. CAHN: I think you've really got this
13 down to a science. These packets are great. It's really
14 easy. You do a lot of the hard work for us, and we
15 appreciate it.
16 MR. JENNINGS: Well, thank you. I
17 appreciate -- appreciate your remarks.
18 MS. CAHN: Okay. Well, I move that we
19 approve Town of Hulett for partial reimbursement as
20 recommended by DEQ.
21 MS. BEDESSEM: I second.
22 CHAIRMAN WELLES: All those in favor say
23 aye.
24 (All members vote aye.)
25 CHAIRMAN WELLES: Opposed?
0015
1 (No response.)
2 CHAIRMAN WELLES: Hearing none, motion
3 passes for the Town of Hulett.
4 MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Last thing we have,
5 then, is just a quick-and-dirty program update. I'll
6 scroll to that.
7 Okay. You can probably -- for those of you
8 that have the computer monitors, a little over
9 $127,000 -- and that does not count today, by the way.
10 But a little over $127,000 has been put out for work plan
11 grants, about one -- almost 1.4 million in the Step 2
12 field investigation grants, a little over -- almost

13 $56,000 in sampling and analysis grants have been put out
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to date. So we've got just short of $6.4 million left
over.

And as far as work completion status -- oh, and
I did want to note that -- as a new thing, I Jjust wanted
to let you know, at least the totals that were in the
application today is just a little over 350 -- about
$352,000, give or take. As far as completion status,
again, out of the 105 that we sent letters to -- or,
excuse me. Out of 115, we got 105. So we got 91.3
percent of that. 98 of that 105 have come in. So that's
93 percent. Approval of that 98 is 96 of them. So we're
at 91.4 percent. We've received 77 drilling reports. So

we've almost got three-quarters of those in. And 61 of
the 77 have been approved.

And just to let you know, there is some
iterative work going on, where we've had some issues with
some well and/or the number of wells. And again, what I
typically do with those, in my spread sheet, they go as
supplemental activities. And we do have some of that
work coming up.

Just to let you know, as far as the report is
concerned, I'm working with the GIS people down in
Cheyenne. And we've also got our -- we've got some
database guru down there, Dave Lynn, who is very good at
this. And, in fact, I'll be meeting with him next week.
We're setting up protocols as far as how we make
decisions on what is impacted and what is not impacted.
And we hope to have the report. Our thoughts at this
point is it may be -- we may have some GIS input on that,
which I think would be pretty cool and kind of a neat
little database that they're putting together. But
that's starting to come together on that. And we're --
of course, time is starting to grow short on that. But
we hope to have some significant progress on that fairly
soon.

So that's kind of where we're at with this
stuff. Anybody have any questions?

MS. BEDESSEM: I guess when I'm looking at
these totals, I see -- under work completion, the
percentages look pretty good, but yet as far as how much
reimbursement money has been spent, it's a small amount
of the total.

MR. JENNINGS: Yeah.

MS. BEDESSEM: So is it because
reimbursement requests haven't come in?

MR. JENNINGS: There are still a number of
them pending out there. I don't know how many. I think
a lot of the -- a lot of the cost estimates that came in,
it's my opinion a lot of them were basically high-balled
just in case they ran across problems. And I suspect
that may have also gone into some of the original figures
as far as what it might cost for this. And it seems like
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a lot of the work is coming in less so. There's still
plenty of work out there.

You'll notice there's a fairly small figure on
the sampling and analysis stuff. And that's -- there's
kind of two reasons for that. First of all, there are a
lot of facilities that simply aren't eligible for that.
If they did not close -- cease receipt of waste prior to
September 13th of '89, they're not eligible for that. So
that takes out a big chunk of the facilities.

Additionally, a lot of them have been -- I

think they're kind of putting it all together and going
to submit it as one application. We've allowed people to
do it on a quarterly basis if their budget's being in
consideration on that. And so I'm thinking there's still
a fair number of sampling and analysis stuff out there.
Still got plenty of field investigation stuff coming in.
And frankly, there are some facilities that just flat
haven't applied yet.

MS. BEDESSEM: Okay.

MR. JENNINGS: But like I said, those are
the numbers today. If you want me to put them together
in some other fashion to give you some additional
information, give me some thoughts or ideas, and I'll
give it a shot.

MS. BEDESSEM: Well, I think with your
additional explanation, that certainly helped.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Is there anything
else by anybody else?

CHAIRMAN WELLES: The only thing I would
say 1is that either -- probably after this conference
call, why don't you call me, and we'll walk through the
actual --

MR. JENNINGS: As far as the sign-off on
the sheets? 1Is that what you're talking about, Bill?

CHAIRMAN WELLES: Yeah.

MR. JENNINGS: Yeah.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: So we don't make a
mistake like we did last time.

MR. JENNINGS: That would be fine. And
one last thing I would like to mention, we're still kind
of experimenting with this video technology stuff. And
Bob and I spent a great deal of time yesterday working on
a sound system so that maybe we wouldn't have to use the
UW meet-me call. But I wanted to ask everybody, do -- at
least those of you who have laptops or desktops, I'm
assuming the vast majority of you have internal
microphones, that the potential exists that we might be
able to do this through the speaker systems on your
computer.

And to that end, what I thought I might do,
instead of gambling this at a meeting, I thought about
maybe setting up a quick-and-dirty test meeting to try
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that out. And I was just wondering if the board might
not be amenable to allowing me to test that with them for
maybe ten minutes sometime here in the future.

MS. BEDESSEM: Mike, to be honest, I
prefer being able to call in.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay.

MS. BEDESSEM: And the reason that is is
because then I don't have to book a conference room, so

that -- in other words, if it's on a speaker on my
computer, then anyone in the room hears that.

MR. JENNINGS: Point well taken.

MS. BEDESSEM: Okay. And so if I'm just
here on my computer, it's easier for me to be on the
telephone.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Well, that's fine.

I will -- unless I can come up with something that would
help with that situation, I'll just dispense with that
idea. But, no, thank you. Point well taken.

MS. CAHN: The only other option that way
would be to just have one of those --

MR. JENNINGS: You'd have to have a
headset or something like that.

MS. BEDESSEM: I don't have a headset,
but --

MS. CAHN: And then everybody can still
hear what you're saying, anyway. They just can't hear
the other side.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: I have a rather
antiquated desk computer here at the office, and so it
doesn't work for me, either.

MR. JENNINGS: Okay. Well, at any rate,
well, okay, it was worth a shot. But, no, I -- like I
say, that's why I ask these questions, to figure out what

problems might be out there. And like I say, that's
fine. We'll just keep on keeping on with this. But I
appreciate you folks working with me on this. And I
apologize if there were a few bugaboos at the beginning
of this one. But like I say, it's a work in progress,
and I'm getting better at it.

MS. CAHN: A helpful thing for me would
be, since I've got a computer that has a microphone and
all that stuff, but when I click into the meetings on the
e-mail -- and I can't -- couldn't do any sound, I guess
because you weren't doing it that way. It would be nice
to have in your e-mails a phone number that we call for
the UW meeting on the one that invites us into the --

MS. BEDESSEM: Right. So we don't have to
look through the two separate e-mails to find what number
to call.

MR. JENNINGS: That's an excellent point.
I can just simply insert that into the -- because I
can -- you know, I can put a little header information on



20 the e-mail for the Live Meeting. So if I included that

21 in there, then, that sounds like that would be very
22 helpful, then.
23 MS. CAHN: Yeah, it would Dbe.
24 MR. JENNINGS: Good point. All right.
25 MS. CAHN: And then I think if you aren't
0022
1 planning on having -- since we're not going to have sound
2 as part of the Live Meetings, then just go ahead and put
3 that in the e-mail, as well. Because I spent a bunch of
4 time trying to figure out what was wrong, why I wasn't
5 getting sound, since I'm all set up for it. And so that
6 would save me some time if I knew I wasn't trying to get
7 something I couldn't get.
8 MR. JENNINGS: Excellent point. All
9 right. I will attempt to do so.
10 CHAIRMAN WELLES: Mike, if you can bear
11 with us for just a second, I'd like to communicate with
12 the rest of the board about the Coal Bed Methane Produced
13 Water Working Group.
14 MR. JENNINGS: Okey-doke. Fine.
15 CHATRMAN WELLES: Just so all of you know,
16 I did go to the meeting that was in Gillette on December
17 2nd. I did not participate. There wasn't time at the
18 end of the meeting for public comments. And I decided it
19 was —-- because of my position with the Water and Waste
20 Advisory Board, I should not comment. But I'm awfully
21 glad that I went. It was an interesting process. They
22 put together a lot of people. And they're using the
23 Ruckelshaus Institute as sort of the moderator to do a
24 negotiation to achieve collaborative outcomes.
25 And I guess after the first meeting, my comment
0023
1 is, good luck. It really hasn't changed much. And until
2 and unless they can figure out how they're going to get
3 some sort of consensus, I don't know where it's going to
4 end up. They planned another meeting for January 7th and
5 then another meeting for February 1lst, which I'll try and
6 go to both of them. I think they're going to be in
7 Casper.
8 But, anyway, I'm going to continue to go to
9 those and just listen and see where it goes. But
10 basically, it's the same old people that have been doing
11 it for ten years, and they've never reached consensus
12 yet, so I can't really see how they're going to do it
13 now.
14 MS. BEDESSEM: How long did this meeting
15 last, Bill?
16 CHAIRMAN WELLES: It was pretty much all
17 day. And, of course, they had to go through the -- you
18 know, being the first meeting, there was a lot of sort of
19 explanation and setup and introductions of all the people
20 who were there and so on and so forth. I really honestly

21 believe that, you know, they're trying to do something in
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a manner that I really doubt is going to produce results.
But I will reserve my judgment and continue to go and see
where it goes.

MS. BEDESSEM: Thank you, Bill.

CHAIRMAN WELLES: 1Is there anything else
before the board at this point?

MS. CAHN: I'm just curious if we know yet
when the (unintelligible) meeting is going to happen
again.

CHATIRMAN WELLES: ©No, we don't. I suspect
it won't be until at least January, from what John Wagner
said, because they have to go through the whole public
comment process again, because they had a conflicting set
of documentation.

MS. CAHN: Okay.

MS. BEDESSEM: I guess we'll just wait to
hear.

MR. JENNINGS: Well, Bill, if you want
to -- if you folks are pretty much concluded, if you want
to hang on the phone after we're done, and then, yeah,
I'll just go through the cost spread sheets with you so
we can get those squared away.

CHATIRMAN WELLES: Okay.

MS. CAHN: Thanks, everyone.

MR. JENNINGS: Thanks to all you folks, by
the way. Thank you very, very much.

(Hearing proceedings concluded
9:58 a.m., December 11, 2009.)

CERTIFICATE
I, RANDY A. HATLESTAD, a Registered Merit
Reporter, do hereby certify that I reported by machine
shorthand the proceedings contained herein constituting a

full, true and correct transcript.

Dated this 22nd day of December, 2009.

RANDY A. HATLESTAD
Registered Merit Reporter



23
24
25



